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HSC Japanese Committee, Japan Club of Sydney — Purpose of Establishment

Japan Club of Sydney (JCS) is a non—profit organization which was established in 1983 for residents and
families of Japanese descent residing in NSW to promote friendship between the members, to hand down
Japanese culture and language and to improve mutual understanding with other ethnic groups. As a part of its
important activities, JCS is currently managing three Japanese Schools: Japanese Sunday School in Sydney
in Riverwood, JCS Japanese School in Ultimo and JCS Japanese School Northern Beaches. There

are a total of 266 students as at 9 August 2007 currently studying Japanese at these Schools.

The three JCS Japanese Schools are teaching Japanese as a heritage language. Japanese is not a native
language for students of Japanese descent who have had most of their education in English in Australia. It is
a language used within the Japanese community and handed down from their parents and grandparents. From
the results and experience of having taught Japanese to children living in such an environment, we are aware
that Japanese proficiency is not necessarily uniform among the children and varies widely depending on the

family environment as well as the children’ s own effort, interest and talent in learning languages.

However, the recent changes made by the Board of Studies (BoS) regarding the eligibility of selecting
Japanese as an HSC course specifies that “Students must be enrolled in the Background Speakers course if
they have had more than one year’ s formal education in the language in a country and/or school where the
language is the medium of instruction or if they speak or write the language at home, or elsewhere outside the
classroom, in a sustained manner with a person or persons who have a background in using the language.” If
the criteria are to be met, most children of Japanese descent would be forced to choose the Background
Speakers Course as their HSC subject simply because of their Japanese ethnicity, irrespective of their
Japanese proficiency and despite the fact that the Background Course requires Japanese literacy equivalent to
that of senior high school students in Japan. Due to this situation, many students who wanted to study and sit
for the Continuers Course but were deemed ineligible have given up Japanese for their HSC with no choice but
to abandon the study of Japanese altogether in high school.

JCS takes this situation seriously and has established the HSC Japanese Committee to deal with the issue.
The Committee intends to collate the views of the parents, children, teachers, the Japanese community and
other stakeholders to make a strong appeal to the BoS so that children who are studying Japanese as a
heritage language and have the potential to contribute to the future of Australia and Japan can be given a fair

opportunity to study and sit for Japanese at the HSC level.

We hope that you support the purpose of our organization and kindly extend your cooperation to our activities.

Yours Sincerely,

HSC Japanese Committee,

Japan Club of Sydney
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