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Sushi is my favourite food. I eat

' it at least once a week. Just by

» drawing it my mouth waters.

s ® To create this drawing, I was

assisted by my newly acquired

i E **%%’\ D i%@ BE& L\ (pa) Mac laptop and the vector graphic
1& ﬁé % i;g g ﬁ 5E ;}J 0) #E % (P5) editing program, Illustrator. Alice
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“He’s sent me another mail asking ‘is the power out?’
Should I lie and say it is or something?”

The situation is getting desperate for this Tokyo
housewife, who is also busy with part-time work.
On the night of the March 11 earthquake, her
husband was at work until the middle of the night
buying food for his workmates who couldn’t make
it home. Then he finally appeared at the door with
a female colleague, whom he had gallantly rescued
from spending a night in a small little office full of

men.

“I hurried to prepare some more food, make up a bed and
pour her a bath. She was really thankful, and I think my
husband’s really in the good books now at work.”

This was just the tip of the iceberg however.

“Since then, he’s been bringing people home for days on
end, because apparently they’re having a power cut, or
the trains arven’t running or something... Last night he
brought two guys home for dinner, and we used the last of
the rice we’d bought before the earthquake. *Your cooking’
s delicious, we’re jealous cause we’re single!” they said
cheerfully as we saw them off. ‘Who are you bringing
tomorrow? Are the power cuts going on forever? To be

honest, 1 can’t take it anymore,” I said to my husband
after they left. ‘Don’t be so trivial in times like this,” he
responded.”

Crossing the cultural power line...

Mike Montague

Frayed nerves are clearly by no means restricted
to the Tohoku coast at present. This housewife’s
predicament, voiced on Yomiuri Online’s Hatsugen
Komachi, encapsulates the far-reaching effect of the
cataclysm. To boot, it also raised seven interesting
pages of assertive responses to a cultural norm
stretched to the limit, including:

“Just get your husband to do everything. He’s the one
who brought them home anyway... Pretend you're sick or
something and have a lie down.”

“Say no, the power’s fine. But I've got a friend over who’
s having one. Get him to understand by taking an eye for
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth!”

“Every time you get a mail from him ask for a shopping
list: We've got no rice. Four large dry cell batteries, to
cope with power cuts. Three 2L bottles of water, to use
instead of the mains water. And put a full tank in the

car!”

Accordingly, the tsunami appears to have washed
some of the veneer off the traditional approach to
marriage roles in Japan. Where would you draw the
line?

Quotations are translated from the original source:
http:/ /komachi.yomiuri.co.jp/t/2011/0318/395492.
htm?g=06&from=o0s4 (March 18, 2011)
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JIAARY beAII=F20aFN
Shop 4, 325 Pitt Street, Sydney 2000
Phone: (02) 9267-4002
Email: info@joinet.info www.joinet.com.au
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NBCA PTY LTD

Suite 801, Level 8, 84 Pitt Street, Sydney 2000

Phone: (02) 9222-9388 Fax: (02) 9222-9488
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EYBRBERVCAMBNERICDEZXL TR JCSR
DHBEDHEEMS10%DEF[CZHTTEE i?'o 2
ZICDEFL TR ICSEEDHBERE DN SHFRIE
BlSHTEEET, (ERICKY ZDY—ERDIHR
CHESHBEVNHEDH IS NVET.)
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Suite 202, Level 2, 60 Pitt Street, Sydney 2000
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Phone: (02) 9317-2500 (824 : KA)
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Email: info@jtt.com.au www.jtt.com.au
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soraemame
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www.soramame.com.au
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Rumiko's Creation ROCOMI Beauty Circle

Mobile:0402-178-519
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AEERJCSICEAT 2 BRI\ EH (L Japan Club of Sydney
PO Box 1690, Chatswood NSW 2057, &&d : 0421-776-052 (9kF~ 18EF)
Email:jcsydney@tokyonet.com.au (B V3 &) £ T,
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www.japanclubofsydney.org
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Ei53EA 158 EIC RERDEEEE (Email: hbma@optusnet.com.au)
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O ASHABIC, ARS $33 LELH $70 AT $103 (GST BE) MUDMIFNTHR—F —F—2HFX T BHHETIRN
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If you want to join the JCS, please fill in the application form and send it with an appropriate cheque to: Japan Club of Sydney PO
Box 1690, Chatswood NSW 2057. If you have any queries, please call on 0421-776-052.

(D Please fill out the form & send it to the address above with a cheque or money order for the joining fee $33 plus the annual
membership fee $70, total $103 (inc.GST). DO NOT send cash. For overseas members or corporate members there is no
joining fee but the annual membership fee is $110.00 (inc.GST).

@ The Club is run by volunteers, who will process your application. Please note that it could take up to 2 months before you
receive our monthly newsletter for the first time.

@ Should there be any change in your address etc, please let us know without delay c/- the above address.

@ Please note that both the admission fee & the annual fee of the Club are subject to change without prior notice.
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