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ASTRO BOY:
Flying High in the Sky
By Karin Nishimuta-Jang

Imagine a future where robots and humans coexist. Say hello to Astro
Boy, an atomic robot who came from this so called ‘future’, who fights
crime and injustice. He represents the popular culture of Japan because
he reflects the scientific side of Japanese culture, with its advancement
in technology. Even though he is a robot, he expresses real human
emotions and deals with issues relevant fo the real world, and is able to
provide inspiration for many people.

First drawn in the 1950's, Astro Boy was introduced in a Japanese manga
series by Tezuka Osamu (nicknamed the “god of manga”). In the story,
Doctor Boyton, the Head for the Ministry of Science creates an atomic-
powered robot in order fo replace his deceased son, named Astro Boy.
Unfortunately, Astro is unable to satisfy Doctor Boyton's grief for his lost
son, and is sold fo a cruel circus owner. After some time, a kind scienfist
named Doctor Elefun rescues Astro and creates a family of robots for him
to live with. Astro Boy lives with his robot “Mum” and “Dad”, his sister
Uran and his dog Jump, and goes to school with humans, making friends
along the way.

With shiny eyes and a pointy hairdo, Astro Boy was originally centred
towards young boys who liked action and robot technology. Now he
has a broader appeal, because his cute and innocent image attracts
female audiences and he brings nostalgia fo the older generations who
remember him from their youth. Besides having cool super powers,
Astro Boy has a true soul and conscience, being able to express human
emotions. Although he faces many difficult situations, he is always able
to overcome them.

Since Astro Boy is a fictional character, he is suited to be an international
representative for Japan. If he were an actual human, firstly there
would be the problem that he would age and within a century he would
be gone. Also, as humans are not perfect, they may insult people by
accident or cause scandals. Astro Boy will always be the same as he was
many years ago, and he will never do anything fo betray his fans and
supporters. Instead, he fights crime, evil and injustice, providing heroic
virtues fo his audience.

In the serialisation of Astro Boy, every single story was based on some
sort of theme relevant to issues and challenges in the real world, for
example discrimination, miscommunication and the environment. In
Astro Boy, Tezuka Osamu carried across a message he wanted fo express
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to the rest of the world. He explained that, “My experience convinces
me that comics, regardless of what language they are printed in, are
an important form of expression that crosses all national and cultural
boundaries, that comics are great fun, and that they can [create]
further peace and goodwill among nations.” Although Astro Boy may be
innocent and naive, he has a deep moral understanding of what is right
and what is wrong, and in this way, Astro Boy is able to be recognised
internationally.

The main feature of Astro Boy is definitely his special powers. Not only
can he speak 60 languages and detect whether a human is being good
or bad, his eyes can act as search lights, his ears can magnify his hearing
by 1000 times, his index fingers can shoot powerful lasers and his limbs
can become rocket jets so that he can fly. To top it off, he has a machine
gun in his buttocks.

In the Astro Boy series, it is almost hard to believe that a world where
man and advanced technology coexist could be created, from a 1950's
perspective. At the time, as Japan was still recovering from the after-
effects of World War II, it did not have the reputation as an innovative,
high-tech culture. Tezuka Osamu’s vision of the future in Astro Boy was
very modern for his time, and it sparked inspiration within the minds
of millions of Japanese children in need of hopes and dreams. Those
children would later grow up to become great leaders in Japan's industry
of technology and science.

Manga wasn’t new in the 1950’s but Astro Boy introduced bold changes
in this art industry of Japan. Tezuka Osamu used many camera angles,
close-ups and added special effects that no one had seen in manga
before. This gave the reader many different angles on what was
happening in the scene, just like a film camera. Then, an animated series
developed from the manga. Astro Boy was the first popular animated TV
Series in Japan, and was also the first Japanese animation to be aired in
the U.S.A. It can be said that Astro Boy helped manga and anime become
a whole new sub-culture of Japan and spread to the rest of the world,
through its great influence on other comic artists. In this way, Astro Boy
also represents the big industry of manga and anime of Japan.

Astro Boy is the most suitable character to become Japan’s new popular
culture ambassador because he is an ingenious creation that reflects
Japan’s culture of technology and shaped the way manga and anime
developed through time. Not only has he helped many people with his
supernatural powers; he also provides inspiration to more and more
people as time goes by. That is the true power of Astro Boy.
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Australian War Memorial ID 122983 Photo
by Hedley Keith Cullen; Barmera, South
Australia. 1945-12. The entrance to No 14
Camp of the Loveday Internment Camp
Group. The bamboo and wood arch was
built by Japanese internees.

Australian War Memorial ID 052460 Photo by James Tait; TATURA, VIC. 1943-06-15. JAPANESE INTERNEES OF NO. 4 CAMP, TATURA
INTERNMENT GROUP, LINE UP FOR DENTAL PARADE, AT NO. 1 CAMP, TATURA INTERNMENT GROUP. LEFT TO RIGHT:- 1451698
KURIMOTO; 1J50484 KWIK TIAUW TLIEN;UIJ50439 ANG TOO LAM; 1J50365 SIA TING TJIOE; 1JF50651 SATA MASUNO; 1050504 SAI
YO; 1JF51803 OSHIRO YOSHI; 1J50298 TAN SWIE PAN; CJF19038 GOTO KIMIKO; CJ18731 MURAYAMA SHIMPEI; LIF50471 SHU
GIOK HOEN; QJF16237 YUKAWA CHIE; IJF50455 SAI KAKU SI CHIN KAN; [JF50537 ONG TJOEN HWA
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If you want to join the JCS, please fill in the application form and send it with an appropriate cheque to: Japan Club of Sydney PO
Box 1690, Chatswood NSW 2057. If you have any queries, please call on 0421-776-052.

(1)Please fill out the form & send it to the address above with a cheque or money order for the joining fee $33 plus the annual
membership fee $70, total $103 (inc.GST). DO NOT send cash. For overseas members or corporate members there is no
joining fee but the annual membership fee is $110.00 (inc.GST).

(2)The Club is run by volunteers, who will process your application. Please note that it could take up to 2 months before you
receive our monthly newsletter for the first time.

(3)Should there be any change in your address etc, please let us know without delay c/- the above address.

(4)Please note that both the admission fee & the annual fee of the Club are subject to change without prior notice.
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